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Easily Compare State Laws on Hot Topics Such as Abortion, Gun Regulation, and More!
National Survey of State Laws (NSSL) is a print and online resource that provides an overall view of some
of the most-asked-about and controversial legal topics in the United States. This database is derived from
Richard Leiter’s National Survey of State Laws print editions. Presented in chart format, NSSL allows users to
make basic state-by-state comparisons of current state laws. The database is updated regularly as new laws
are passed or updated.
All editions dating back to the 5th edition, are included in database format, which allows users to compare the
same laws as they existed in 2005, 2008, 2015, 2018, and 2019 and to make more current comparisons with
laws added or updated in the database since 2019.
While the print version of the 9th edition* is in the midst of being published, we have updated the following
chapters to reflect the most current law, so users can stay up-to-date with what’s trending:
• Abortion
• Gun Control
• Voter Laws
CHAPTERS NEW TO THE 9TH EDITION:
•
•
•
•

Beer Law
Privacy of Library Records
Unclaimed Dead Bodies
Voter Laws

*The print companion to the online database will be available by late summer.

“The National Survey of State Laws has saved countless researchers and librarians significant time and effort in
performing multistate research.”
- Deanna Barmakian | AALL Spectrum Magazine

National Survey of State Laws, 9th Edition
ABOUT THE EDITOR
Richard Leiter is the Director of the Schmid Law Library and Professor of Law at Nebraska College of
Law. He got his start in law libraries in 1977 at Irell & Manella, a prominent Los Angeles law firm. After
graduating from Southwestern University Law School in 1981, he moved to Texas where he worked at
the University of Texas Tarlton Law Library and earned his Masters in Library and Information Science
in 1985. Over time, he became the head of public services at the University of Nebraska, managed
the library at Littler Mendelson Fastiff & Tichy in San Francisco, and managed academic law libraries
at Regent University and Howard University before returning to Lincoln in 2000. Professor Leiter
has written widely on law library, legal research, and legal information technology issues. He is an
active scholar and has contributed to books, the Law Library Journal, and numerous other law library
publications.

LEARN ABOUT THE MOST SOUGHT-AFTER AND CONTROVERSIAL LEGAL TOPICS IN THE UNITED
STATES
The topics featured in NSSL fall into eight general legal categories: Business and Consumer Laws; Criminal
Laws; Education Laws; Employment Laws; Family Laws; General Civil Laws; Real Estate Laws; and Tax
Laws. Within each category, topics are arranged alphabetically and presented in their own subsections. Each
section begins with a general overview followed by a table that briefly summarizes each state’s statutes on
particular aspects of the law. References to the statute or code section covering that law are also presented,
enabling users who are interested in reading the original text to easily find it. The appendix, Statutory
Compilations Used in This Book, provides the abbreviations and full names of each state code.

AWARD-WINNING
Previous editions of NSSL have won a number of awards:
• Joseph L. Andrews Bibliographical Award
• Named one of the New York Public Library’s Outstanding Reference Resources
• Named to the Wilson Library Quarterly’s Field Tested Reference Resource

FEATURES OF THE NSSL DATABASE IN HEINONLINE
Users can use the main search bar or the Advanced Search link to search the database by Keywords, Topic,
Code Section, State, or Edition. Click a search result to pull the portion of the chart that pertains to the result.
Quickly compare laws by selecting the State Filter option. There is no limit to the number of states users
can compare at one time. To change the states you are viewing or to choose more, simply select the desired
states and click Reapply State Filter.

SUBJECT COMPILATIONS OF STATE LAW LINKING
Cheryl Nyberg and Carol Boast Robertson’s Subject Compilations of State Laws has long been recognized as
the most comprehensive source for identifying thousands of articles, books, government documents, looseleaf services, court opinions, and Internet sites that compare state laws on hundreds of subjects. Linking
is available to subscribers of HeinOnline’s Subject Compilations of State Laws database from the NSSL
database. Research will have instantaneous access to the more than 22,000 bibliographic records, many with
extensive annotations. Simply click Related Subject Compilations of State Laws located below the topic title
and a list of related SCSL subjects appears. Each subject is a link to the SCSL entries for the subject.

“The time a product like this saves is potentially huge—having to do something like this on your own would
quickly prove both tedious and expensive. At typical paralegal billing rates, saving three or four hours of research
time would pay for the title. It is hard to imagine a resource that provides more bang for the buck.”
-David Matchen | AALL Spectrum Blog

National Survey of State Laws, 9th Edition
A MUST-HAVE GUIDE FOR STATE-BY-STATE LAW COMPARISON
“This publication continues to be most useful for law libraries serving the public as well as for lawyers and
judges who need to review more than one state’s laws. Especially helpful are both the criminal and civil statute
of limitations. This book continues to be updated and expanded, making it an excellent addition to any law
library, and even public law libraries.”
-19 Legal Information Alert 6, 8 (Sept. 2000)

National Survey of State Laws,
9th Edition
Edited by: Richard & Wendy Leiter
Item #: 9943
ISBN: 978-0-8377-4104-8
Pages: x, 1025p.
Published: William S. Hein & Co., Inc.; 2022

PRICING
Print & Online Resource:
This includes the print edition of the book and access to the online database with regular updates.
Access will last until the next edition is published.
1 Print Copy & Online Access for 1 Location��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� $265.00
1 Print Copy & Online Access for Multiple Locations������������������������������������������������������������������������������� $335.00
Additional Print Copies�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������$105.00
*The print companion to the online database will be available by late summer.

For more information about National Survey of State Laws, please contact the Marketing Department
at marketing@wshein.com or 800-828-7571.
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