
President Barack H. Obama signed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act into law on March 23, 2010.
The Act was the centerpiece of the three key reform initiatives accomplished during the first year and a half of the
Obama administration. The $800 billion stimulus package and the financial reform act addressed the distinctly dire
economic times that beset the early period of Obama’s presidential term; health insurance reform tackled a more than a
century-long need for some form of comprehensive legislative action to help Americans obtain heath insurance cov-
erage. It remains to be seen whether the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Public Law 111-48, is the appro-
priate means of reform in time, scope, and in its approach. Some of the initial reform measures listed by Obama
include:
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� Giving tax credits to four million small business owners
� Eliminating the practice by insurance companies of de-

nying coverage to children with preexisting conditions
� Prohibiting insurance companies from dropping cover-

age on those who get sick
� Requiring that all new insurance plans offer free pre-

ventative care

� Allowing parents to keep their children on their policies
until they turn 26

� Paying seniors $250 to help cover the costs of prescrip-
tions and fill the so-called donut hole in their Medicare
plans.
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New From Hein
February 24, 2009: President Obama addresses a joint session of Congress on the im-
minent need for healthcare reform, stating that “we’ve done more to advance the cause
of the health care reform in the last 30 days than we’ve done in the last decade.”
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The nine hardbound volumes contain the major documents of the legislative history of the Act, com-
prising more than 10,000 pages. Because of the voluminous size of some of the bill drafts, related bills and
hearings, it is not feasible to include them all in the hardbound volumes. Supplemental materials to this leg-
islative history are included in the accompanying DVD, which contains the core collection that is included in
the nine hardbound volumes, as well as an additional 11,000 pages of documents. Scholars and practitio-
ners conducting an in-depth investigation into this health care reform legislation will find the expanded ma-
terials on the DVD well suited to their research needs.

The core collection contains the law, reports on the law, bills, presidential materials, Congressional
Record material, hearings and CBO reports. The supplemental collection on DVD also includes related bills
and hearings.
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