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LEGALESE TO ENGLISH:CIVIL PROCEDURE is the first volume in a groundbreaking series of law-school study guides.
The step-by-step approach set forth in Legalese to English is one that has already propelled thousands of students
to the top of their law-school classes. The authors use their signature straight-talking style to break down tough
cases and concepts into simple, manageable components. What’s more, this is the first study guide truly written
for students. From its conversational style to its workbook pages, to its “Study Recipes”, this book makes the
complex subject of Civil Procedure manageable for new law students.

For the first time, readers can use a study guide to provide both reference information and study planning. Legalese
to English: Civil Procedure helps students tackle Civil Procedure with the use of:

� Case and concept summaries, in lighthearted, easy-to-understand language.
� Workbook-style layout, in which students are prompted to complete writing and outlining exercises.
� “Study Recipes” for each Civil Procedure subtopic, which give students daily, weekly and monthly study

guidance for preparing for class and exams.
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Finally, a study guide written for students.



� Step-by-Step essay exam flowcharts, giving students a blueprint for exam-writing.
� The Uniqueness of Civil Procedure- a discussion of the overall concept of this subject, what

makes it complex, and how to tackle it.
� “Things to Ignore” and “Student Traps”—key points to help students streamline studying and

maximize exam-readiness.
� Writing exercises, time-management strategies, and note-taking advice.
� “How to Get a D in Civil Procedure”—a chapter devoted to explaining typical 1L perils unique

to Civil Procedure.

Readers will not only conquer complex concepts with ease, but will also get much-needed guidance about the
study process itself. Legalese to English is the centralized source of information that brings together substantive
legal concepts with a workable study methodology.

New York City Prosecutors-turned-entrepreneurs, Elura Nanos, Esq. and Michele Sileo, Esq., are the owners
of Lawyer Up, a unique educational company that specializes in helping law students ace their final exams. The
two straight-talking lawyer-instructors specialize in breaking down tough legal concepts into tasty, bite-sized
pieces, without all the jargon. For the last decade, Nanos and Sileo have led the charge to de-mystify the
law-school process; the thousands of students who have worked with the authors have collectively cried in relief,
“Well, if that’s what the professor meant, why didn’t he just say that?”.

The authors work with students at law schools nationwide, as well as with the American Bar Association, several
local bar associations, Pieper Bar Review, and the Council on Legal Education Opportunity.

Started on a $30 investment, and thriving even in today's economy, Lawyer Up is breaking the rules and beating
the odds. In February, 2010, Lawyer Up was named a national finalist in the Make Mine A Million $ Business
Competition, and as a monthly finalist in The Best of Discovering Startups. Since then, the authors have taken
the entrepreneurial community by storm. Co-Founders of the blog My Underwire, Nanos and Sileo are active
participants in supporting the growing community of women entrepreneurs.

Why Don’t they Just Say That? From Legalese to English: Civil Procedure, is the first volume in a series of related
study guides to be published by William S. Hein & Co., Inc. Elura Nanos and Michele Sileo are also the co-authors
of How to Talk To Your Lawyer—a savvy professional’s guide to harnessing the power of lawyers and the legal
system, without all the jargon, published by Right Brain Ventures, and being released in June 2011.
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I. Introduction
II. Personal Jurisdiction: When traveling doesn’t

seem like so much fun.
III. Forum Non Conveniens: One last effort to get rid

of this case.
IV. Venue: Which federal court in the forum state?
V. Subject-Matter Jurisdiction: The rules of playing

with the big boys.
VI. Supplemental Jurisdiction §1367: Two for the

price of one.
VII. Removal: When going to Federal Court is the

defendant’s idea.

VIII. Getting through Erie without dropping out of law
school.

IX. Collateral Estoppel & Res Judicata: Cool legal
tools, and we’re not talking about the lawyers!

X. Joinder: Everyone, all together now!
XI. Rule 12: The Great Dismisser: The Champion of

defendants
XII. Summary Judgment: Federal Rule 56: Cutting to

the Chase
XIII. The Rest of the Rules of Civil Procedure
XIV. How to get a D on a Civil Procedure Exam
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