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“A Decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind…”
Selected Speeches by Justices of the U.S. Supreme Court on
Foreign and International Law
Edited by Christopher J. Borgen

“Since its inception, the ASIL has encouraged a discussion concerning America and its relation to international law. This volume collects selected speeches from the history of that dialogue, bringing together
major addresses by Justices of the Supreme Court from Annual Meetings of the ASIL. Although this view
is relatively narrow, it is nonetheless informative as to the experiences and issues that played a part in
shaping the perceptions of international law in the American judiciary.”
“This collection attempts to give a sense of the substance and evolution of the ongoing encounter between
the “Nation of Law” and the “Law of Nations,” as seen by the judges of the highest U.S. Court. The views
of the Justices are framed by their experiences and by the concerns of the day. Each speech evokes a
particular point in American history, yet we can consider whether this series of points actually implies a
particular trajectory to how the views of the American judiciary have evolved.” Foreword — Borgen
This book includes speeches from Justices William Howard Taft, Robert H. Jackson, Sandra Day
O’Connor, Steven G. Breyer, Antonin G. Scalia and Ruth Bader Ginsburg. The text of the speeches in this
collection are unaltered from their original publication.
The American Society of International Law (ASIL) is a non-partisan membership organization committed
to the study and use of the law in international affairs. For nearly a century, the ASIL has served as a
meeting place and research center for scholars, officials, practicing lawyers, judges, policy-makers,
students and others interested in the use and development of international law and institutions in international relations.
Christopher J. Borgen is an Associate Professor of Law at St. John’s University School of Law in New
York City and was formerly the Director of Research and Outreach of the American Society of International Law. He is the co-founder of the Opinio Juris weblog, www.opiniojuris.org.
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