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Key provisions of this Act, adopted in the aftermath of the terrorism of September 11, 2001,
include: creation of a Director of National Intelligence, National Intelligence Council, National
Counterterrorism Center and Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board. The Act also increases
border protection on both the northern and southwestern borders of the U.S. and implements
the recommendations of the 9/11 Commission.

In its report to the nation, the 9/11 Commission made bold proposals to protect the
nation in this new era of terrorism. It called for a global strategy to attack terrorists and
terrorist organizations, reach out to prevent the growth of Islamist terrorism and safeguard
America from additional terrorist attacks. To achieve these goals, the Commission called for
wholesale government reorganization, through “unity of effort” in five areas. The provisions
of Public Law 108-458 promote inter-agency sharing of intelligence by the FBI and other
jurisdictions, further strengthening homeland security. A Select Bibliography enhances the
collection for further research on this important legislation. Order yours from Hein today!
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The Homeland Security Act of 2002 was enacted in the wake of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, creating a
new cabinet-level department and the largest executive reorganization since the Department of Defense was
established in the 1940s. The new Department of Homeland Security (DHS) came into being on January 25, 2003,
with the goal of combining 22 government agencies for the common purpose of preventing future terrorist attacks
on American soil.

for finding the core government documents relating
to this massive executive reorganization and ensures the availability of these electronically disseminated
documents for future researchers. It includes a complete
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title on the continuous restructuring of government and the evolution of the U.S. political system.
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Atta and Alshehhi gained international notoriety when they hijacked, piloted, and crashed two planes into the
North and South Towers (respectively) of New York City’s World Trade Center on September 11, 2001, resulting
in the deaths of thousands of people and the complete destruction of the World Trade Center.

Six months later, a small flight training school in Florida received official documents from the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) that had been processed prior to the events of September 11, 2001, approving
requests that Atta and Alshehhi had made in September 2000 to change their nonimmigrant status from “visitor”
to that of “vocational student.”  Already under heavy criticism, the INS became the target of even greater public
vilification, leading U.S. President George W. Bush to direct the Attorney General to investigate the failure of the
INS to handle the situation properly.
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