
...Mr. Fisher says in his preface: “There is no book, to my knowledge, which provides so good an
introduction to the study of English constitutional history, or which is likely to be more highly
valued by practical teachers of the subject at our Universities.” And he is perfectly right…

–F.P., L.Q.R. 24: 465-467

“The plan of the book is original. Maitland was anxious to avoid the ruts of tradition. He meant that
his audience should be forced to look at the best known facts from an unaccustomed angle. Hence he
eschews narrative, and sets himself to describe the working constitution of this country at five
different dates. He accepts the current conception of our constitutional history as an organic develop-
ment, within which some five or six stages may be conveniently distinguished. But he takes his stand,
for the purposes of exposition, at some point of time where there is a comparatively stable equilibri-
um of political forces. His chosen dates are 1307, 1509, 1625, 1702, 1887. It will be noticed that in each
case there is a political revolution in the immediate past…

–H. W. O. Davis. B.H. R. 24:241 in Marke, A Catalogue of the Law Collection at New York University With Selected Annotations.

This epoch collection of Professor Frederick W. Maitland’s academic lectures outlining the
chronological history of law in England was originally delivered to Cambridge University law
students throughout the 1887-1888 term, prior to his election to the Downing Chair, and before
he would become renowned for such works as the History of English Law and the Domesday
Book and Beyond. H. A. L. Fisher, editor, noted the significance of this early work compelled its
posthumous publication. Add this important work to your English Constitutional History
collection today!
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