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HEINONLINE RELEASES A NEW DATABASE AND PRINT 

EDITION OF NATIONAL SURVEY OF STATE LAWS 
 

Getzville, NY (February 2016) – HeinOnline, a product of William S. Hein & Co., Inc., has released the 7th 
edition of the National Survey of State Laws by Richard A. Leiter, as well as an online database featuring 
the print editions. 
 
New Edition Now Available 
 
The Hein Company is proud to publish the new 7th edition of the National Survey of State Laws. The 
new edition covers the dramatic changes that have happened in many areas of law since 2008. This 
indispensable reference work provides an overall view of some of the most-asked about and 
controversial legal topics in the United States: abortion, the right to die, gun control, prayer in public 
schools, marijuana, marriage, personal income tax, drunk driving, capital punishment, right to work, 
lemon law, leases and other agreements, child custody, legal ages, and many others. 
 
Previous editions have received the Joseph L. Andrews Bibliographical Award, New York Public Library’s 
Outstanding Reference Resource, Wilson Library Quarterly’s Field Tested Reference Resource, and it has 
been repeatedly cited by the United States Supreme Court. 
 
Newly Available in a Digital Format  
 
For the first time ever, the National Survey of State Laws will be available in an online database format. 
This database is derived from Rich Leiter’s National Survey of State Laws print editions and allows state-
by-state comparison of all laws included in the 5th, 6th, and newly released 7th editions, using the print 
editions’ convenient chart format. All seven print editions are included in HeinOnline’s image-based, 
fully-searchable PDF format. The database is updated quarterly as new laws are passed or updated.  
 
 
The topics of NSSL fall into eight general legal categories: 

• Business and Consumer Laws 
• Criminal Laws 
• Education Laws 
• Employment Laws 



• Family Laws 
• General Civil Laws 
• Real Estate Laws 
• Tax Laws 

 
Within each section, topics are arranged alphabetically and presented in their own subsections. Each 
section begins with a general overview followed by a table that briefly summarizes each state’s statutes 
on particular aspects of the law. References to the statute or code section covering that law are also 
presented, enabling users who are interested in reading the original text to easily find it. The appendix, 
Statutory Compilations Used in This Book, provides the abbreviations and full names of each state code. 
 
 
For more information about National Survey of State Laws, visit:  
https://www.wshein.com/media/brochures/9943.pdf 
 
 
About Richard A. Leiter – Richard Leiter is currently the Director and Professor of Law at the Schmid Law 
Library at the University of Nebraska. He earned his Bachelors from the University of California, Santa 
Cruz, and his J.D. in 1981 from Southwestern University School of Law, where he was editor of the law 
review, and his MLIS from the University of Texas at Austin. Before assuming his position at the 
University of Nebraska, Leiter held various positions in law firm and academic libraries such as the 
Howard University School of Law and Regent University School of Law. Aside from writing the National 
Survey of State Laws, Leiter is a regular columnist for the Legal Information Alert and has contributed to 
the Law Library Journal and other law library publications.  
 
About HeinOnline – HeinOnline is the premiere product of William S. Hein & Co., Inc., which has been 
serving the library community for more than 95 years as a legal publisher, periodical subscription agent, 
and the world’s largest distributor of legal periodicals. HeinOnline includes more than 130 million pages 
online and subscribers in over 175 countries, and is the world’s largest image-based research collection 
available in an online, fully-searchable format. Having built a reputation for excellence in image-based 
legal research, HeinOnline delivers a wealth of information and more historical content than any other 
database. 
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