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Introduction

The Freedmen’s Bureau Preservation Act of 2000, passed and signed in the
waning days of the Clinton administration, would hardly qualify, at first glance,
as a piece of landmark legislation. However, its passage in a period of intense
partisanship represents a rare example of both sides of the political divide
coming together to protect an important but long neglected piece of our
nation’s heritage.

The Freedmen’s Bureau Preservation Act required the National Archives
and Records Administration to turn its attention to these resources and to give
them the same level of attention and care that had been provided other federal
records.

What accounted for this success? Certainly the incredible growth and
interest in African American genealogy was one key factor in the bill’s passage.
Genealogical research has become extremely important in the African
American community particularly as the descendants of slaves and freed
people have sought to better understand their history.! The records of the
bureau for the Relief of Freedmen and Refugees—the Freedmen’s Bureau—
are an important piece of the genealogical puzzle. However, these resources,
because of their physical condition and lack of intellectual access tools, have
long been difficult if not impossible for many genealogists and historians to
use.

Another important factor in the passage of this legislation was the role
played by its initial sponsor, California Democratic Congresswoman Juanita
Millender-McDonald. An educator and genealogist herself, Ms. Millender-
McDonald recognized eatly the importance of these materials and was able to
reach across the disle and across chambers to partner with Republicans J.C.
Watts of Oklahoma and Stephen Horn of California to organize support for
the legislation’s passage.”

This work documents the successful legislative effort to protect the
records of what one historian has called our nation’s first social service

'Walton-Raji, Angela, “The Roots Revolution.” The Baltimore Sun, Baltimore, Md.:
Jan. 27, 2002, p. 3F.

*Millender-McDonald, Juanita. “Statement of Hon. Juanita Millender-McDonald
...” Freedmen’s Bureau Preservation Act: Are these Reconstruction era records being
protected? Hearing before the Subcommittee on Government Management,
Information and Technology, House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.
Government Printing Office, 2001, p. 6.



agency.” It includes the key components of the legislative process that led to
the bill’s passage along with select background material and a brief
bibliography.

Bill Sleernan

’Reidy, Joseph. “Interview: NPR Weekend Edition.” National Public Radio,
Saturday, March 10, 2001.



Summary of Legislative Action

September 12, 2000

September 2, 2000

October 18, 2000

October 19, 2000

October 19, 2000
October 19, 2000

October 19, 2000
October 23, 2000
October 26, 2000
October 26, 2000

October 27, 2000

November 6, 2000

Introduced in the House.

Referred to the Subcommittee on Government
Management, Information and Technology of the
House Committee on Government Reform

Hearing before the Subcommittee.

Discharged by the Committee on Government
Reform.

Considered in the House.

Amendment in the nature of a substitute offered
by Mr. Horn.

Amendment agreed to, bill passed in the House.
Received and read in the Senate.
Considered in the Senate.

Passed in the Senate by unanimous consent.
Forwarded to the Executive Office of the
President.

Communication about the Senate Action sent to
the House.

Signed into law (P.L. 106-444).



	
	
	
	
	
	

