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T he common law formed the legal system that for more than 800 years defined and gov-
erned most legal rights and duties of citizens in England and later in the United States.  

This book tells the story of the development and evolution of the common law in our soci-
ety. 
 
This second edition, like the first, is designed to further the quest to look beyond legal rules 
and institutions to the legal philosophies that shaped them. The overall purpose of this title 
remains unchanged. It does, however, reflect some important changes and updates in the 
content.  
 
Readings have been updated to reflect recent developments in the law, including critical race 
theory and jury reforms. Part A now includes critical race theory, a legal philosophy that 
increasingly plays an important role both in the legal academy and in the public arena. 
 
The book reflects a slightly broader focus. The first edition looked almost exclusively at 
common law rules and institutions. While the second edition continues to emphasize those 
rules and institutions, it also addresses current issues regarding international and constitu-
tional law. Readers will now consider the moral and legal arguments regarding preemptive 
war and whether transgendered individuals have a fundamental human right to change their 
sexual identity on their birth certificate.  
 
Finally, Part C of the book has undergone substantial updating. Now, readings are organ-
ized to address two key questions:  
 

• What is the role of Old Testament law today? 
• To what extent should higher law be applied in modern society? 
 
While this work is an excellent text for any common law course, it is also provocative read-
ing for lawyers, researchers, librarians, or students interested in the development and evolu-
tion of the common law. 

Summarizing more than 10 years of  changes! 
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