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“The best descriptive appraisal of the actual workings of recent 
democracies!” —Marke, A Catalogue of the Law Collection at New York University (1953) 933.  

 
 

 
 

T his in-depth, comparative study of the great democracies of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries is an excellent addition to any legal history collection. Lord Bryce analyzed the 

religions, art, industry, inner workings and structure of such governments as the United States, 
Canada, Switzerland, France and Australia. With over one hundred representative assemblies 
working simultaneously around the world at the time of original publication, this book was 
invaluable in comparing their similarities and differences. 
 
William H. Taft exclaimed, “no man in the world today is better fitted to discuss modern 
democracies than Lord Bryce. [His] encyclopedic knowledge of history, made vivid and 
practical by his actual observations and continued studies, give him a peculiar facility for discussing 
the present state of modern democracies.” 30 Yale L.J. 871 (1920-1921).  
 
Bryce’s first hand accounts of the democracies he wrote about offers an authoritative and confident 
look at what the word Democracy really means in varying parts of the globe. In the preface of this 
book, Bryce stated, “ [Democracy] shows different features in different countries, because the 
characters and habits of peoples are different; and these features are part of the history of each 
particular country. But it also shows some features which are everywhere similar, due to the fact that 
supreme power rests with the voting multitude.” 
 
A most welcome addition to your legal history collection! 
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