
Considered by many to be a flamboyant radical, William M. Kunstler defended many controversial clients,
including Jack Ruby, Abbie Hoffman, and the “Chicago Seven”. Throughout his career Kunstler

believed that “the fixed preconceptions of the community” can, in too many instances, contribute more to the
outcome of criminal trials than the quantity or quality of the evidence. The emphasis on due process of law as
the basic guarantee of our liberties, so often voiced by courts and lawyers, and reasonably true in ordinary trials,
is secondary where prejudice prevails.

In this work, Kunstler explores 10 criminal trials, including the cases of Mary Surratt, Alger Hiss, the
Rosenbergs, and Sacco and Vanzetti, illuminating for the reader the overwhelming influence of societal
attitudes working against the defendants in each case within a particular point in history.

Inasmuch as our legal system wishes to preserve the ideal of “innocent until proven guilty”, Kunstler provides a
sound argument for the unfortunate effect of society’s perception on the outcome of many of the most famous
criminal trials in history. Kunstler’s work would be a welcome addition to any Trials collection.
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GUILTY OR NOT GUILTY?
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In this volume, the author, Dean Emeritus of De Paul University Law School, describes fairly and in great detail
the trial of Leo Frank for the murder of Mary Phagan; the trial of D.C. Stephenson for the murder of Madge
Oberholtzer; the trial of Samuel Insull for the use of the mail to defraud; and the trial of Alger Hiss for perjury.

“For anyone who likes an accurate and graphic account of great courtroom battles, stripped of difficult legal jargon,
and told by an experienced lawyer with an eye for human interest and the dramatic, “Guilty or Not Guilty” is a
distinctly worth-while book.” 31 N.C. L. Rev. 154
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This volume contains reprints of articles and bibliography of articles from legal and social and behavioral sciences
journals which discuss the reduction in size of juries and its impact on verdicts. The articles cover a span of more
than 30 years, and include works that ponder the Supreme Court's decisions declaring that juries of six are
constitutional, while those with fewer than six are not.
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