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William Shakespeare once wrote, “What’s in a name?  That which we call a rose by any other name would 
smell as sweet.”  Legally speaking, Shakespeare is mistaken.  Names are very important when it comes to 
practicing law, as any plaintiff who misnames his cause of action would certainly discover. 
 
Dahl’s Law Dictionary links two separate languages and two diverse legal systems, assuring that attorneys 
never use the wrong name or term.  The third edition of this annotated legal dictionary provides words and 
phrases in English with the correct French translation and in French with the correct English equivalent.  
The book not only contains short definitions based on synonyms, but also authoritative definitions, which 
transcribe directly the relevant parts of codes, statutes, judicial decisions, and legal writing in an 
encyclopedic nature. 
 
While English may be considered “the language of business,” French is the official or business language of 
many countries in Africa, the Americas, Asia, and Europe (including Canada, Switzerland, Belgium, 
Vietnam, the West Indies, Morocco, Zaire, and Haiti).  It is also one of the official languages of the United 
Nations, the International Court of Justice at the Hague, and the EU institutions, and has played an 
important role in the creation of the laws in numerous countries of Latin culture. 
 
Henry Saint Dahl’s bilingual legal dictionary indicates the sources of each definition and is devised to 
help English and French readers alike, making this important work a valuable addition to every law 
library reference shelf.   
  
 
1 volume …………………………………………………………………...$65.00  
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Published: Buffalo, William S. Hein & Co., Inc.; 2008 
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Dahl’s Law Dictionary (Diccionario Juridico Dahl) is the only bilingual legal dictionary containing encyclopedic 
definitions.  More than 20% of this edition has been revised and expanded, with new definitions taken from 
international conventions, Civil Codes, Codes of Civil Procedure, and for the first time, opinions of Latin 
American Attorneys General. 
 
The English reader will be able to understand Spanish and Latin American legal concepts through definitions 
pulled from such crucial sources as the five basic legal Spanish codes (Civil, Commercial, Criminal, Civil 
Procedural, and Criminal Procedural), the Civil Code of Louisiana (once a Spanish territory), the Standard 
Penal Code for Latin America, and decisions from the Puerto Rico Supreme Court. 
 
The Spanish reader will have access to the American legal system through fundamental legal sources such as 
the United States Constitution, the Uniform Commercial Code, the Model Penal Code, the Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure, the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, four Restatements of the Law (Conflict of Laws, 
Contracts, Judgments, and Torts), and decisions from the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico defining American 
terms. 
 
For the reader who is having difficulty in locating a word or concept, the dictionary provides a Table of Key 
Words broken down by subject matter, which allows the reader to focus on a particular area of interest.  This 
dictionary is recommended for any library or law firm serving Hispanic clientele. 
 
1 volume ....................................................................................................................................................................$85.00 
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