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The First American Work on Personal Property Sales Law! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Story’s was the first comprehensive American treatise on the law of sales of personal 
property. An accomplished legal writer (other Story works include Treatise on the Law of 
Contracts Not Under Seal and The Life and Letters of Joseph Story, a compilation of the 
writings of his noted jurist father) he eventually left the law and became a world-famous 
American sculptor and poet. 
 
Following graduation from Harvard Law School, Story immersed himself in the study of 
American jurisprudence, with the publication of his treatise on contracts in 1844, and the first 
edition of Treatise on the Law of Sales of Personal Property in 1847. The publication was 
heralded by the legal community in particular for the inclusion of its comparison with foreign 
cases in respect to Foreign Law, Roman Law and Common Law.  
 
The purpose of his revised work, Story noted in the Preface to the Second Edition, was to 
provide a full treatise on the whole body of law relating to sales of personal property as it 
existed at the time in both America and England, with references also made to the laws of 
France and Scotland. 
 
 
 
 
1 volume ........................................................................................................................... $130.00 
Item #333720     ISBN 1-57588-885-8 
Pages: xl, 574 pp.  
Originally Published: Boston; Little, Brown & Co.; 1853 
Reprinted: Buffalo; William S. Hein & Co., Inc.; 2006 
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ANCIENT, CURIOUS, AND 

FAMOUS WILLS 
 
 

BY VIRGIL M. HARRIS 
 

This collection of wills will be enjoyed by the layman, the lawyer and the scholar as a reflection of 
the individuals cited of their times. All sorts of wills from the sublime to the absurd are included, 
such as the will of a pig, clauses in wills concerning slaves, the wills that established the Nobel 
Prize and the Rhodes Scholarship, and many more. This fascinating volume contains the text of 
wills that are “ancient” (Confucius), “curious” (pets) and “famous” (Charles Dickens, Napoleon, 
Mary Queen of Scots, George Washington and Thomas Jefferson). Well indexed by subject and 
name. 
 
1 volume ................................................................................................................................... $80.00 
Item #323880; xiv     ISBN 1-886363-93-5 
Pages: 472 pp.  
Originally Published: Boston; Little, Brown & Co.; 1911 
Reprinted: New York; Lawbook Exchange, Ltd.; 1999 
Distributed by William S. Hein & Co., Inc. 
 

TREATISE ON THE PROPERTY RIGHTS 
OF HUSBAND AND WIFE 

Under the Community or Ganancial System 
 

By RICHARD A. BALLINGER 

 
 

Includes a historical sketch of community property, both foreign and domestic, the definitions of 
property, what constitutes the property of the community, the rights of the spouse in community, 
the rights of creditors, and the community property laws of Louisiana, Texas, California, Nevada, 
Washington, Idaho, Arizona, Spain and Mexico. 
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