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New from Hein’s Preservation Program! 
 

A Historical Work on the Oft-Debated Fourteenth Amendment!! 
 
 

THE ADOPTION OF THE 
FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT 

 

By Horace Edgar Flack 
 

AALS Law Books Recommended for Libraries 
List 13, Constitutional Law, Page 28, "B" Rated 

 
 
For many years, widespread doubt existed as to the constitutionality of the Civil Rights Act of 
the United States.  Because of this doubt, the Joint Committee of Fifteen formulated the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which defined citizenship for the first time in the 
nation’s history and protected rights of the Federal government that otherwise could be 
compromised by the State governments, thus reversing the traditional relationship. 
 
Dr. Horace Edgar Flack’s The Adoption of the Fourteenth Amendment reviews the purpose and 
object of this Amendment in historical context while analyzing how Supreme Court decisions 
during the 40 years between the Amendment’s complete ratification in 1868 and his work’s 
original publication gave the Fourteenth Amendment a vastly different meaning than those who 
drafted it had intended. 
 
The Joint Committee of Fifteen that framed the Amendment had hoped to protect the property 
and rights of corporations against State legislation of a restrictive character.  However, the first 
section of the Fourteenth Amendment gave rise to more adjudication than any other part of the 
Constitution, and the Court’s interpretation of the Amendment in a number of cases effectively 
undermined what the framers had tried to accomplish. 
 
In compiling this work, Flack used all of the chief sources of the time, including the 
Congressional Globe and Record, the Reports of various Committees, and contemporary 
newspaper accounts.  He includes a preface, a review of each of the sections of the Amendment, 
an appendix on the text of the War Amendments, and a complete index, assuring this work’s 
place as a constitutional law classic. 
 
1 volume ...................................................................................................................... $65.00 
Item #328780; 285 pages; ISBN 1-57588-770-3; LC 2003047781 
Originally Published: Baltimore; The Johns Hopkins Press; 1908 
Reprinted: Buffalo; William S. Hein & Co., Inc; 2003 
 

              An Excellent Companion to The Adoption of the Fourteenth Amendment 
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THE INTENDED SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT 

 

By Chester James Antieau 
Emeritus Professor of Constitutional Law, Georgetown University 

 
 
Introducing The First Work Of Its Kind-- 
 

Professor Chester James Antieau, a recognized scholar of constitutional law, worked on this 
project for nearly twenty years.  The fruits of his labor have evolve d into the first thorough study of 
what had been desired and intended by those who proposed the Fourteenth Amendment, and even 
more importantly, those who ratified the Amendment in the States. 
 
An Exhaustive Study-- 
 

It has been understood, since the adoption of the United States Constitution, that the meaning of 
all its provisions is to be sought primarily in sources which best reflect the understanding of the 
people who gave legal significance to the document by ratification.  In the case of a constitutional 
Amendment, such as the Fourteenth, the task of scholars and justices is to ascertain what the 
people of the States who ratified the Amendment intended to effectuate.  The best evidence of this, 
when ratification is assigned to the state legislatures, is to determine what those legislatures 
believed the Amendment would accomplish. 
 
Professor Antieau's exhaustive study begins with an in-depth probe into everything pertinent said 
by members of the Pennsylvania Legislature during debates on ratification.  He read the 
biographies of all important Senators and representatives who proposed and moved the 
Amendment through Congress, then examined their correspondence and speeches, especially 
when they returned home to explain the proposed Amendment.  He continued by studying all 
papers and journals of the time and by reading the speeches of governors when they addressed the 
state legislatures called to consider ratification.  Finally, Antieau thoroughly evaluated early 
judicial decisions to indicate what was  understood to be the impact of the new Amendment. 
 
The Amendment was intended to provide constitutional recognition and protection of human 
rights, which the states would be required to honor.  Professor Antieau examines the following 
major parts: The Citizenship Clause; The Privileges and Immunities Clause; The Equal Protection 
Clause; The Due Process Clause; and an examination of what was expected in shifts of power 
between the states and the federal government. 
 
This unique work is a valuable guide to constitutional scholars in all areas of the study. The 
Supreme Court, American Bar,  professors of constitutional law, University and Court libraries, 
Civil Rights organizations, Political Scientists, and historians will find this book an invaluable 
addition to their library holdings. 
 
1 volume  ................................................................................................................... $65.00 
Item #310900; x, 417 pages; ISBN 1-57588-275-2; LC 96-53564 
Published: Buffalo; William S. Hein & Co., Inc.; 1997 


